GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT
BEGINNER BAND 
· You may acquire your instrument from Taylor Music, from any reputable music store, or from a private source.   I recommend the Taylor Music plan, but it is not required.  Instruments that are purchased through online auctions will be at the risk of the buyer.  The school has a limited number of instruments available that are intended for use by students with financial need and those who will be playing one of the larger, more expensive instruments.  See Miss Nuese if you need help locating an instrument for this year.  I will do what I can to help you secure an instrument so that every student who wants to play in band will have an opportunity.
· Please make sure that your instrument is in good working order.  I also recommend Taylor Music for repairs.  If you are not sure if your used horn needs repair, see Miss Nuese.
· HOME PRACTICE is essential to the success of each student and to the entire band.  
PARENTS must encourage their students to practice at home regularly and be supportive of their progress.  I expect 100 minutes of practice per week. This figures out to be about 15-20 minutes per day, which is very reasonable. Please help your student develop a good practice routine by designating a specific time and place that is reserved for practice each day.  I also hope that you will be able to invest in a Smart Music subscription to help your student practice at home.  See www.smartmusic.com for details.
· Students will be keeping a record of how many minutes are spent practicing each week.  Parents will need to sign the record each week to verify the times.  This keeps the lines of communication open among student, parents, and teacher.  Students are not graded on the number of minutes they practice each week, but on the progress they make.  Of course, getting adequate amounts of practice will help them achieve success.
Here is a sample of your child’s practice record, found on the inside front cover of their lesson book.  Please fill in and sign this record every week before lessons.
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	Pg 2, #7-10 more air
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· Fifth grade band meets on M-W-F from 11:15-11:45 at the high school music room.  Students in band will be required to attend each band class and one weekly lesson. The first few weeks will be spent learning about the instruments in the private lesson setting. I will let them know when they need to start bringing their instruments to school for class band. 
· Students will begin lessons as soon as their instruments arrive.  Lessons are 20 minutes and may be private or in small groups, according to the schedule.  Students will receive the lesson schedule as soon as it is completed.  Most lessons will be during school at LIW, but some may be before or after school. An excused absence from school will constitute an excused absence from lessons.  Please try to avoid scheduling appointments on lesson days, as make-up lessons will be extremely difficult to schedule.
· At Beginner Band night, there will be a care and maintenance worksheet and Beginner Band contract to complete. The worksheet is an activity for students and parents to complete together. Please return the completed worksheet to me for your student’s first lesson. The conditions of the beginner band contract state that your student is willing to make a commitment to band for at least one year. Some parents find this to be a useful tool in helping students honor their commitments.
· Communication is key, so if you have any questions that are not covered in this general information sheet, please feel free to contact me.  I want your student to have a successful band career and I am willing to work with you to do what is best for your student.  My contact information is:
· 854-3674 school
· kayla.vockrodt@k12.sd.us
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S INTEREST IN INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC (
